
 
 
 

Mr S Hearse 
Chief Executive 
Torridge District Council 
Riverbank House 
Bideford 
Devon 
EX39 2QG 
 
DX 53606 BIDEFORD 
Tel : Bideford (01237) 428700 

 

 

 

 
Date: 25 September 2020 

 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

On: Monday 5 October 2020 At: 6.30 pm 

Venue: Remote meeting via Zoom 

 
Temporary measures during the Coronavirus Pandemic: 

Members of the public attending meetings or taking part in the public forum are advised that 
all Council meetings taking place during the Covid-19 Pandemic will be filmed for live or 
subsequent broadcast via the YouTube channel - https://tinyurl.com/TorridgeYouTube 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

You are hereby summoned to the Meeting of the District Council at the aforementioned date and time 
 

 
 

Chief Executive  

 

To: Councillor D Brenton (Chair) 
Councillor P Christie (Vice-Chair) 
Councillors: R Boughton, C Bright, M Brown, D Bushby, M Clarke, C Cottle-
Hunkin, R Craigie, A Dart, L Ford, J Gubb, P Hackett, P Hames, S Harding, 
C Hawkins, K Hepple, R Hicks, C Hodson, D Hurley, J Hutchings, T Inch, 
K James, D Jones, S Langford, N Laws, C Leather, R Lock, J Manley, 
D McGeough, J McKenzie, S Newton, P Pennington, G Rossi, P Watson and 
R Wiseman 

Members are requested to turn off their mobile phones for the duration of the meeting 

 
P R A Y E R S 

For those who wish to participate – Prayers will be held at 6.25 pm 

 
AGENDA 

PART I - (OPEN SESSION) 



 
 

 

  

1.   Apologies For Absence  

 To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
 

2.   Council Minutes (Pages 5 - 26) 

 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 10 August 2020. 
 

3.   Public Contributions  

 15 minute period for public contributions.  (The deadline for registering to speak is by 
2pm Thursday 1 October 2020. To register please email 
dem.services@torridge.gov.uk). 
 
 

4.   Declarations of interest  

 Members with interests to declare should refer to the Agenda item and describe the 
nature of their interest when the item is being discussed. 
 

5.   Agreement of Agenda Items Part I and II  

 There are no Part II items. 
 

6.   To consider correspondence or other business especially brought forward by 
the direction of the Chair  

7.   To answer questions submitted under Procedural Rule A9  

8.   Review of Constitution (Pages 27 - 43) 

 To receive the report of the Senior Solicitor and Monitoring Officer 
 

9.   Strategic Plan (Pages 44 - 57) 

 To receive the report of the Leader and Chief Executive 
 

10.   Winkleigh Neighbourhood Plan (Pages 58 - 104) 

 To receive the report of the Senior Planning Policy Officer 
 

11.   Air Quality Supplementary Planning Document (Pages 105 - 148) 

 To receive the report of the Senior Planning Policy Officer 
 

12.   Coastal Concordat (Pages 149 - 153) 

 To receive the report of the Senior Planning Policy Officer 
 

13.   Petitions  

 To receive petitions (if any) 
 

mailto:dem.services@torridge.gov.uk


 
 

 

14.   Notices of Motion  

(a)   Written Notice of Motion from Councillor McGeough  

 I would urge the members to support a retractable cover for the pool in Victoria park, 
we have lots of anti-social behaviour in the park with mindless people throwing glass 
into the small pool. To provide the pool with a cover would also provide the pool with 
a safety feature when it is not in use and unmanned by staff.   
 

Implementation of a secure retractable cover would in the long run pay for itself and 
prove a cost saving exercise Eliminating unnecessary costs to outside contractors for 
works repairing and clearing the pool of debris etc.   
A cover would prevent this and provide every resident and visitor to the park with 
peace of mind when choosing to use this great facility in Torridge! 
 
This is the only outside pool within Torridge and North Devon which a local authority 
provides for the public and we need to keep it it good order.  
 
 

(b)   Written Notice of Motion from Councillor McKenzie  

 I propose that this council re-evaluates it’s current management of the pebble ridge 
with the intention of preserving the coastal defence. I propose this as the cost of not 
preserving the pebble ridge and it’s function will cost lives, hundreds of millions of 
pounds, the loss of unique habitats and subsequent impact on biodiversity. It will also 
cause massive pollution in the bay, the estuary and both rivers as the dump will be 
washed away. This council, along with most others, declared a climate emergency. 
Hundreds of square kilometres of Northern Devon will be devastated including land 
used for residential, industrial and leisure purposes. This must be done in conjunction 
with North Devon District Council as the impact will also be felt by them. The last 
investigation into this matter is now out of date (2012). 
 
 
 

(c)   Written Notice of Motion from Councillors Jones & Hutchings  

 “While recognising that any such donation is entirely voluntary and at the discretion of 
the individual Councillor, in light of the Coronavirus pandemic leading to the 
cancellation of meetings in April, May and June this Full Council would encourage 
Chairs and Vice-Chairs to donate a portion of their chair’s allowance- as they see fit - 
to our Councillor grants fund.” 

 

(d)   Written Notice of Motion from Councillor Cottle-Hunkin  

 Pregnancy and birth is hard at the best of times. Covid-19 has made this even harder 
by removing partner support for women at the most exciting but also nerve-wracking 
time of their lives.  
 
Since the national lockdown was lifted, maternity restrictions have remained and 
pregnant women have continued to sit alone in hospital rooms with partners locked 
out of scans and labour. They are anxiously separated from the people they love the 
most, with no idea of the outcomes as women are given life-changing news; they miss 
that first special moment of seeing their baby’s first heartbeat, or are devastatingly 



 
 

 

absent and unable to hold the mother’s hand through the tears and heartache of 
finding out it’s not there. 
 
On 8th Sept the government gave NHS Trusts guidance that states women should be 
permitted to have a supportive person with them for all scans and during all stages of 
labour. Yet at North Devon District Hospital the rules remain the same and no 
changes have been made to reflect this guidance. 
 
Pregnancy, with all its ups and downs, is not something that should be experienced 
alone. 
 
As such, I propose that this council writes a letter to Northern Devon Healthcare NHS 
Trust asking them to reconsider their current maternity restrictions with urgency, and 
allow women to have their partners with them for all pregnancy scans and at all 
stages of labour. 
 

15.   Exclusion of Public  

 The Chair to move: 
 
“That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972” 
 

16.   PART II - (CLOSED SESSION)  

  
Items which may be taken in the absence of the public and press on the grounds that 
exempt information may be disclosed. 
 

 Meeting Organiser: Democratic Services 
 

 


